
 

 

To: Zoning Board of Adjustment 
City of Pittsburgh 
200 Ross St, 3rd Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
 

Attn: Svetlana Ipatova, Zoning Case Review Specialist 
 
From: Stephanie Walsh, President 

Highland Park Community Council  
 
Date: October 2, 2020 
RE: Rezoning hearing for 925 Mellon Street 

 

The Highland Park Community Council (HPCC) is the Registered Community Organization for 
the Highland Park neighborhood. I am writing to express our organization’s support for the 
proposed zoning changes at 925 Mellon Street, from one non-conforming use to another 
non-conforming use. Earlier this summer the developer’s representative, Ryan England of 
citySTUDIO, notified our organization about the proposed changes and requested a 
Development Activities Meeting (DAM). We hosted a DAM for the project in August. Mr. England 
described the proposal, provided a site plan, and answered questions.  

Our organization is supportive of the plan overall. The first floor has been vacant for many years 
and this proposal will return it to productive use, as well as add facade and grounds 
improvements. We do have a few requests for the developer that we hope are considered as 
the project moves forward. These requests were discussed at the meeting and Mr. England 
indicated that they seemed feasible.  Specifically: 

a. Behind the building, we would like the developer to create a contained and 
screened area for trash receptacles for all building tenants; 

b. Behind the building, we would like the developer to replace the broken concrete 
and gravel in the parking area with a uniform permeable surface for parking; 

c. We would like the developer to address the drainage concerns around the 
building in a way that does not create drainage problems for the neighbors; and  

d. We would request that the developer work with the neighbors to replace the 
fences along the property lines.  
 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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