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Facebook group, donating time and resources, 
and enjoying the park in record numbers. But the 
pandemic, as well as the recent killings of George 
Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, and Breonna Taylor, and 
the subsequent social justice protests have again 
shined a light on long-standing inequities and 
injustice throughout our society.  

Like you, the HPCC board members have been 
rocked and stressed and saddened. We are 
committed to being inclusive and supporting all 
of our residents, but have grappled over the best 
way to show our support for people of color in 
our community.  We can say “Black lives matter,” 
but how do people know what those words mean 
to us?  How do they know they aren’t just a show 
of political correctness?   

Dear Neighbors, 

In place of this month’s President’s Letter, 
the Highland Park Community Council board 
would like to use this space to reflect on some 
of the many challenges our community has 
been grappling with and discuss the HPCC’s 
principles and work in the community.  

The Covid-19 pandemic is unprecedented in 
our lifetime. It has challenged everyone - our 
community, our city and state, the nation, 
and the world - and its effects will continue 
to challenge us moving forward. It has been 
uplifting to see neighbors helping 
neighbors through the 
ListServ and the 
Highland Park 
Helping Hands 
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What types of community 
issues do you think that 
the HPCC should take a 
role in and how? What 
are we missing? 

This is an invitation to 
engage with the Highland 

Park Community Council. 
Please, share your ideas so 

that we can better represent and engage our 
outstanding community.  (hpccpgh@gmail.com). 

We do not know what the future holds. Recent 
events remind us that life is full of uncertainty.  
However, we do know that our neighborhood 
is full of kind, resilient, and diverse people. As a 
board, we hope that you always feel that you are 
a valued and respected part of the community; 
that the HPCC is an organization you can and 
want to be a part 
of; and that we 
will continue to 
do all we can to 
engage, listen 
to, and support 
everyone in our 
community.

We aspire for 
Highland Park to 
be a community 
that is known 
for wanting and 
welcoming diverse neighbors, and we look 
forward to continuing this conversation with you 
as we learn and grow. 

The Highland Park Community Council Board of 
Directors

hpccpgh@gmail.com

https://hpccpgh.org/

Our desire as a board is to make sure that 
our actions are consistent with our values. 
As a board, we frequently discuss how we 
can support and engage more members of 
our community - more people of color, more 
renters, more lower-income households, more 
families with young children, more seniors, 
more people with disabilities. Over the past 
year, we have taken action to broaden the types 
of events and activities we organize; we’ve 

increased and diversified 
how and where 

we advertise 
events and post 

updates; and 
we’ve worked 
to make our 
community 
meetings more 

accessible 
by providing 

childcare and food 
(back when they 

were in person).  We now 
offer our meetings by Zoom and are happy to 
report that attendance is stronger than ever. 

But we know we can do more. We want to 
do more to make our organization one that 
addresses the needs and concerns of all our 
neighbors, and that engages and excites diverse 
community members so that everyone wants to 
be a part of it.  We want more diversity at our 
meetings and on our board. We want to play a 
leadership role in making our community one 
that is welcoming to all. These are things we 
are committed to, but we need your help to 
make it happen. What means of communication 
can we use to reach more people? What topics 
can we address in our meetings and newsletter 
that would speak to a broader audience? As we 

plan events 
now and in the 
future, what 
can we do that 
will excite 
and engage 
and welcome 
the diverse 
members 
of our 
community? 
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We want more 
diversity at our 
meetings and 
on our board.

What 
are we 

missing?

We aspire for 
Highland Park to 
be a community 

known for 
wanting and 
welcoming 

diverse 
neighbors.

What means of 
communication 
can we use to 

reach more 
people?

...we look 
forward to 

continuing this 
conversation 

with you as we 
learn and grow.

mailto:hpccpgh%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:hpccpgh%40gmail.com?subject=
https://hpccpgh.org/


• HPCC is looking for ways to support our 
businesses and other ideas for community 
activities that can be done safety.

PWSA – Update

• Presenters: Rebecca Zito, Bradley McShane, 
Sarah Bolenbaugh

• Multiple projects in Highland Park are in 
various stages, but Covid - 19 did cause delays.

• Reservoir Parapet Wall at Highland Park #1

– Instead of rehabbing the  wall, it had to 
be demolished and replaced; it is nearly 
complete

– The handrail was removed and cleaned 

– Restoration of the asphalt walkway is the 
final stage 

• Bollard installation  

– PWSA is working with City Department 
of Public Works regarding maintenance 
around the bollards and doing something 
to make them more attractive

• Rising Main and Pump Station

– Recently completed 60% of the design 
milestone and RFQ to go out in fall/winter 

– Work should take 24 months.

HPCC May & June  
Meeting Minutes

HPCC May 21, 2020 Community Zoom Meeting 

Zone 5

• Sgt. Maddox Harrison - Presenter

– There were no crimes reported during the 
past month other than a lost license plate 
that may have fallen off.

– Because of the increase in the number of 
people using the park, they are sending 
more officers to patrol there just to keep an 
eye on things.  

HPCC Updates

• A list of summer closures / cancellations was 
provided.

• HPCC had to cancel the Spring Fling, Yard Sale, 
Bryant St. Festival, and  Garden Tour (Garden 
Club organizing; HPCC sponsoring)

• Among the City’s cancellations are its outdoor 
concerts, including the Reservoir of Jazz.  The 
ROJ is the HPCC’s biggest fundraiser outside 
of membership so we expect our revenues to 
be donw. Please join or donate if you haven’t 
yet this year!

• New HPCC Events have included Sidewalk 
Chalk-a-Palooza and Summer Porch Concerts – 
see the newsletter articles about them.  
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• Nominating Committee

– The following slate of officers and board 
members for the upcoming year was 
presented, voted on and approved.

– Stehanie Walsh, President

– Karin Manovich, Vice President

– Howard Degenholtz, Treasurer

– Judy Beck, Secretary

– Board Members:

• Justin Bhagat

• Jim Blakley

• Sabrina Culyba

• Jim Holtzman

• Mac Lynch

• Betsy Rogerson

• Bob Staresinic

• Mary Beth Van Fleet

• Chris Worley

Conversation with the Director of the City 
Department of Mobility and Infrastructure 
(DOMI) Karina Ricks 

• Also in attendance was Hillary Roman, ADA 
Coordinator, City Planning 

• Reservoir Drive

– The discussion was primarily questions and 
answers about the Reservoir Drive closure.

– The change was suggested when the stay 
at home order was in effect in response to 
concerns about the park being too crowded 
to allow for social distancing.

– Road closures in parks have been used in 
other cities.

– The closure was piloted on two weekends 
and is intended to be temporary, with the 
reopening date dependent on what happens 
with Covid-19. 

– Concerns about ADA access were discussed.  
The city is looking into ways to provide more 
handicapped parking.

– Ms. Ricks said that comments can be sent to: 
slow.streets@pittsburghpa.gov 

• N. Euclid Neighborway

– A Zoom meeting was announced for 
Wednesday, June 24, and information on 
registering was provided.  

HPCC June 28 Community Zoom Meeting - 
Annual Business Meeting

• Finance Committee

– Outgoing Finance Chairman, Glen Schultz, 
presented a review of the current budget 
and of the upcoming annual budget.

– Glen has resigned his position after ten years 
of dedicated service to the HP Community. 
His successor as Finance Committee Chair is 
Mac Lynch.

• Membership Committee

– Membership Chairman, Chris Worley, 
presented slides with membership data; 
we are always thinking of new ways to 
recruitment and engage members.

• Communication

– Karin Manovich, Board Vice President, 
presented how the HPCC is expanding its 
communication strategy, including the new 
Highland Park Helping Hands Facebook page 
and our expanded social media presence.

• Events

– Stephanie Walsh, HPCC President, recapped 
the organization’s work over the past year 
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SCHEDULE
PROJECTS ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE
Highland I Reservoir 
Parapet Wall Estimated Completion: Late July 2020

Retrofitting Base of 
Bollards Estimated Completion: Summer/Fall 2020

Restoring Service of the 
Microfiltration Plant

Based on inspection results: Currently 
scheduling inspection with Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection

Rising Main and Pump 
Station

Design Completion: Summer/Fall 2020
Construction: Begins Spring 2021

Replacing Cover of 
Highland II Reservoir

Design Completion: Summer/Fall 2020
Construction: Begins Spring 2021

• They will do the work the intersection of 
One Wild Place, Bunkerhill, and N. Negley 
over one weekends

• The new pump station will be on land that 
belongs to the City and leased to the Zoo.

• Replacing the cover and liner for Reservoir #2 
with rain pumps will begin in Spring of 2021 and 
last through the Spring/Summer of 2021.



New 
HPCC 
Events

Sidewalk  
Chalk-a-Palooza

Highland Park artists young and 
old got to share their creativity 
with the community during the 
weekend-long Sidewalk Chalk-
a-Palooza. The HPCC provided 
chalk at pick-up stations around 
the neighborhood and you all 
delivered. From messages of 
hope and Pittsburgh pride, to 
beautiful drawings and whimsical 
doodles, the neighborhood put 
on a sidewalk art show. Thank you 
to Anna Archer, Cara Todhunter, 
Rob and Sara Thompson, and 
everyone else who provided art 
and/or shared photos.

In response to the social distancing requirements 
in place to address COVID-19, the HPCC had to 
rethink it’s spring and summer events. It was 
disappointing for everyone to cancel the Spring 
Fling, Yard Sale, and Bryant Street Festival, but 
it didn’t mean that we couldn’t do anything. The 
final weekend of May brought the glorious spring 
weather we’d all been eagerly waiting for, plus 
two new HPCC events:

Kendal drew koi 
& thanked us for 
getting her family 
out there! 

Leo shared his 
HP pride

This work of modern chalk art 
was spotted on Winterton Street  
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This great design was 
spotted on N. Highland Ave.

Even Marti 
wanted to share! 



Summer Porch Concerts
Sunday, May 31 kicked off the first of what will be 
a months-long series of Summer Porch Concerts. 
Seven Highland Park artists performed on their 
porches - or in once case, fire escape! - and an 
8th joined the following weekend. We now have 
a dozen performers who play depending on 
their availability. This is an amazingly diverse and 
talented bunch that includes several professional 
musicians. Many thanks and an enthusiastic  
round of applause to: 

Alba Flamenca - Flamenco music, guitar and vocals

Jonathan Callard - Acoustic guitar and vocals - folk & pop music

Tami Fire - Acoustic guitar and vocals - children’s songs

Tania and Jeff Grubbs - Jazz music and vocals

Roger Romero - Jazz saxophone

The Highland Park Mini Band - Folk music accompanied by 
banjo, ukulele, keyboards, cello, and guitar

Christopher Shipton - Ambient experimental music on modular 
synthesizers

Trevor Ring - Original and improvised experimental, progressive 
and atmospheric jazz and funk music on electric bass

Saul Straussman - Blues, funk, rock, and pop tunes (and maybe 
one or two originals). 

Funky Fly Project - Jazz/Funk band 

Sam Stucky 
- Folk-pop 
originals, often 
enlaced with 
nature themes.

Pittsburgh 
Symphony 
Musicians - 
Music varies 
depending 
on who's 
available.

Porch concerts are from 7 - 8 
p.m. on each Sunday evening. 
Each weekend we will post an 
updated list of performers and a 
map with concert locations on the 
ListServ, HPCC website, and the 
HPCC Facebook pages. If you’re 
interested in performing, send 
an email to HPCCPgh@gmail.
com with your name/band name, 
address, short description of your 
performance, and the week/s that 
you plan on performing.

Tania and  
Jeff Grubbs

Jonathan 
Callard

Tami Fire 

Roger 
Romero 
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The Highland 
Park Mini Band 
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Paul came from incredibly humble beginnings.  
He was born in a small mountain town called 
Spigno Saturnia, Italy in 1926. The town barely 
survived the bombings of WWII and what 

seemed like the entire 
town immigrated to the 
United States. Many were 
here in Pittsburgh and their 
descendants remain. Paul 
would tell you that he was 
no different than any of the 
others that came here. I think 
it is what made them all so 
special.

I am one of three sons of 
Paul and Antonietta Pirollo. 
On behalf of my mother, my 
brothers, our wives, and our 

family we want to thank 
you for bringing joy to 
our father by stepping 
into The Shop all of 
those years. We know he 

was very saddened to have 
entered retirement 
so abruptly. Please 
know that he would 
like to thank all of you, 

his customers, for your 
friendship and loyalty. 

Regrettably, because of 
current health restrictions, we 
will not have the opportunity 
to meet you at a funeral 
service.  A public Memorial 
Mass will be held at St. Mary’s 
of the Assumption Church, in 
Glenshaw, at a later date. We 
look forward to seeing you 
then.

Finally, my brothers and  
I have always been known  
as Paul the Barber’s son.   
And that’s OK.

Whoever suggested this piece 
to Andy Sheehan, the Pirollo 
family is forever in your debt.  
Check it out and thank you.

https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/tag/paul-pirollo/ 

Paul Pirollo’ s Barber Shop closed in September of 
2017 when its namesake and owner was diagnosed 
with cancer. Nearly three years later, Paul 
succumbed to this dreaded disease.  Just shy of his 
94th birthday Paul took his 
final breath on Saturday May 
23, 2020. It was a long and 
brave fight much like his life.  

Paul occupied that building 
on Sheridan Avenue for over 
55 years. He witnessed a 
great deal of change over 
that time. Many folks have 
said that when you stepped 
into The Shop, you stepped 
back in time. This was Paul’s 
stage and he was the Master 
of Ceremony introducing 
strangers to one another. 
The doctors, lawyers, and 
professors conversed with 
the landscapers, laborers, 
and mechanics. Each 
one was made to feel 
important because 
everyone who 
came through 
the door was 
his boss. It was a 
real melting pot of 
ideas and community.

Paul could carry on a 
conversation with just about 
anyone about anything. He 
was never shy to tell you 
how he felt but he always 
seemed to listen first. 
Some of his favorite topics 
were politics, travel, world 
history, and social justice. 
He loved seeing the re-birth 
or renaissance of the East 
Liberty and Highland Park 
area. He felt it was part of 
his duty to visit each new 
restaurant, stop at Tazza 
D’Oro for coffee whenever 
he could, and shop at Home 
Depot, Trader Joe’s, or 
Whole Foods.  
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By Rob Pirollo
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This summer there are more reasons than ever before to be spending time outside. If you’ve been 
enjoying our neighborhood’s lovely streets and parks, you’ve probably also seen the trash. Candy 
wrappers, plastic bottles, cast-off gloves and masks, lots of cigarette butts, and other odds and ends. 
Though Highland Park is relatively clean compared to other places in the city, we still have regular 
bits of litter that appear on our sidewalks and in our natural spaces. So if you are looking for a social-
distancing friendly activity for you or your family that also helps to beautify our neighborhood, why 
not try “plogging”? 

PLOGGING 
AWAY THE 
SUMMER

PLOGGING IS 
A RELATIVELY 
NEW TERM  
for a not-that-new-pastime: 
picking up litter. The word 
“plogging” comes from 
Sweden where the trend 
to “plocka upp” litter while 
jogging has grown significantly 
since 2016, spreading through 
Europe and beyond, including 
here in the U.S. But although 
plogging is portmanteau with 
jogging, you don’t need to 
run to participate. Walking 
and picking up (“plalking?”) 
is totally fine too and can be 
a relaxing activity to do solo 
or with the whole family, kids 
included.

How do you plog? It’s easy.  
Grab a disposable bag, like  
those extra grocery bags 

By Sabrina Culyba, 
sabrina@recyclethispgh.com

Some example litter picked up in the Highland 
Park neighborhood through plogging.

you might have lying around 
right now or, better yet, an 
unrecyclable bag like a big chip 
bag or pre-washed salad bag. 

Also bring a garden glove or 
tweezers for touchless pickup. 
Then just collect any litter you 
find while on your walk or jog.
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The Litterati mobile app allows people all over the world to 
track and tag litter in their community.

If you’re looking to capture your 
pickups and make a bigger impact, 
there is a Pittsburgh Summer 10K 
Litter Pickup challenge running 
from June to early September. 
This challenge has a goal of 
collecting 10,000 pieces of litter 
in the Pittsburgh area and uses 
the Litterati phone app (http://
litterati.org) to track pickups. 
Litterati lets you photograph 
each piece of litter and tag it to 
be uploaded into a worldwide 
database about litter. Data like 
this can be used to help the city 
and community organizations 
better understand and respond to 
litter in Pittsburgh. To contribute 
to this 10k challenge, download 
the Litterati app on to your phone 
and enter the code “PGH10K.” 
This challenge is being hosted 
jointly by Pittsburgh Ploggers and 
Humane Action Pittsburgh’s “No 
Plastic Please” campaign. 

You can adopt a neighborhood storm 
drain through Allegheny Cleanways’ new 
Gratekeeper program.

Another way to up your summer plogging game 
is adopt one or more of the Highland Park storm 
drains as part of Allegheny Cleanways’ new 
Gratekeeper program to help keep litter and 
debris from washing into our rivers and streams. 
Go to https://www.alleghenycleanways.org/ and 
click “volunteer” button to learn more about this 
program.

And one more note: if you do any plogging this 
summer, be sure to put any plastic bottles or metal 
cans that you find into your curbside recycling or 
the city’s public recycling receptacles like the one 
on Bryant St. (Remember to remove all bottle caps!)

10

Recycle This is a column to share useful and 
practical info on recycling and other sustainable 
living practices here in Highland Park. Have 
something you want to share or a question you’d 
like to ask? Send to sabrina@recyclethispgh.com. 
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live-streamed on Facebook and 
available on YouTube. As of the 
writing of this article we were 
only offering a 10 a.m. Sunday 
morning service. 

As you know, St. Andrew’s is a 
hub of activity for our entire 
neighborhood. A dedicated 
group of parishioners is 
continuing to work on a plan 
for the phased reopening of 
other parts of our building and 
meeting rooms. We will continue 
to update this information so 
please check our website and 
outgoing message often for the 
very latest information. 

We want to continue to be available for our Highland 
Park neighbors. Please don’t hesitate to reach out 
if you need anything. We are also continuing our 
outreach efforts in the city. If you would like to learn 
more please visit us at www.standrewspgh.org.  
Stay well and God Bless. 

s of the writing 
of this article, 

Allegheny County 
was still in the 

green phase of 
opening. So please consult 
our website and outgoing 
message for the most up 
to date information. 

St. Andrew’s opened our 
doors on Sunday June 28. 
Everyone is welcome. If you 
do plan on attending here 
are a few things you should 
know. We are asking everyone 
to wear a mask. Please sit in 
the designated pews, which are marked by a fan. 
Members of the same household may sit together. 
There will be no coffee hour and no childcare 
available. Hand sanitizer will be available. Please 
enter through our main door on Hampton Street 
or the handicap accessible entrance on North 
Euclid Avenue. Our services will continued to be 

A

The Rev. Dr. Moni McIntyre,  
Bridge Priest 
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St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
5801 Hampton Street
Highland Park, Pittsburgh  

AROUND  
ST. ANDREW’S

By Becky Marinov

http://www.standrewspgh.org
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Real Estate Services
6310 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA  15217

412-421-9120

LISA SOLOMON &  
JESSICA ALLEN

 WE GET HOMES SOLD!
2 HEADS ARE BETTER THAN 1
Contact Us....We Are Available

Cell: 412-849-9983
lisasolomon@howardhanna.com

Cell: 412-337-4081
jessicaallen@howardhanna.com

Recognized by Forbes as a

 2018 TOP  
NEXT-GEN ADVISOR

&
2019 BEST-IN-STATE  
NEXT-GEN ADVISOR

With a legacy spanning over 100 years, The Lynch Team focuses on a full service model, providing individualized and comprehensive 
financial planning advice. Contact our office to get started. Call us at 412.565.3222 or email dlynch@janney.com today.

TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE.

Mac Lynch, CFP®, CLTC® 
Vice President / Wealth Management, Financial Advisor
The Lynch Team of Janney Montgomery Scott LLC, One PPG Place, Suite 2200, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
412.565.3222  |  dlynch@janney.com  |  www.LynchTeam.net
© JANNEY MONTGOMERY SCOTT LLC  •  MEMBER: NYSE, FINRA, SIPC
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Check us 
Out!

Pittsburgh’s Leading  

Direct Repair Collision Specialists 

6223 Meadow St. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

phone: 412.362.0100 

fax: 412.441.5678 

Mike Fiore 

Owner 

 

email: fiore2001@aol.com 

Check the status of your car at  

www.MikesAutoBodyPGH.com 

HPCC Officers
President 
Stephanie Walsh

Vice President  
Karin Manovich

Treasurer 
Howard Degenholtz

Secretary 
Judy Beck

HPCC Directors 

Jim Blakley

Sabrina Culyba

Jim Holtzman

Mac Lynch

Betsy Rogerson

Justin Sandherr

Bob Staresinic 

Chris Worley

HPCC Contacts 
HPCC Email: HPCCPgh@gmail.com

Website:  hpccpgh.org

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 5036  
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Finance Committee: Glen Schultz

Membership Committee: Chris Worley

Nominating Committee: Stephanie Walsh

Welcoming Committee: Todd Shirley

Zoning Committee: Jake Pawlak

Bryant Street Festival: Bob Staresinic

Newsletter: Monica Watt,  
editor@highlandpark.com

Reservoir of Jazz: Tonia Grubbs

Yard Sale: Jake Pawlak

http://www.hpccpgh.org

