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Introduction

In order to earn your Bronze Award as a Junior 
Girl Scout, each girl must have approximately 
20 hours of work toward completing a project 
benefiting the community.  
 
Our project is a nature guide to Lake Carnegie 
and it includes the history, plants, mammals, 
insects, birds, and future of Lake Carnegie.  
 



This is Lake Carnegie in the 1920s.  The Lake 
was bigger, beautiful, and used for recreation.  
The Lake was used for boating. Part of the Lake 
was used for the swimming pool now located 
right next to the 
remainder of 
the Lake.



Decorative carved stones
There are several carved stones
from the Lake's past as a 
recreational area at the turn 
of the 20th Century.



This is what Lake Carnegie looks like now. 
The lake has much more pollution than it used to. The lake 
is now used for fishing, but is illegal to take the fish home. 
Carnegie Lake isn't noticed as much as it used to be. The 
lake is much smaller and more trashy. When people come 
to feed the ducks (help them), they leave 
their bread bags. 
The concrete
island in the 
middle of the lake
was probably part
of a bridge.  
 



Mammals:
Animal Burrows at Lake Carnegie
When we were exploring the lake, we saw many different burrows. 
Some mammals that live in burrows are skunks, groundhogs, moles, 
rabbits, and chipmunks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a picture of one of the burrows we found when we were 
exploring the lake. 



Mammals of Lake Carnegie:

A racoonss diet consists of 40% 
invertebrates, 33%plants and 27% 
vertebrates. Raccoons prefer easier food 
to catch, especially fish, amphibians,
stolen lizard or bird eggs,trash, mice and 
insects. They wash their food before 
eating by dunking it repeatedly in water. 
Their habitats are usually forests, marsh, 
prariies and cities. They tend to make their 
nests in tree holes, fallen logs and house 
attics.Young raccoons often spend 2 
months in the den, then both mother and 
cubs will venture out.

Raccoons: 

 Females have 1 to 7 
cubs in early summer 
every year. 



Mammals of Lake Carnegie:

 
 
A doe will have 1 to 3 fawns in spring every year. 
Its sad, but then she drives them a way to have 
another fawn or 3. A deers habitat is often fields 
and  meadows. They sleep under trees with low 
hanging branches. Adults tend to have reddish 
brown coats which fade to gray brown in winter.

A mother deer takes no chances with her young. 
If a fawn poops near their hiding spot, their mom 
will eat it so no predators can find them. the fawn 
has white spots, but the spots disappear after two 
months. their spots help them camoflauge. 

 

Deer  

 A fawn will stay with 
its mother for almost 
a year. 



Mammals of Lake Carnegie

A deer’s diet consists of legumes, shoots leaves, 
cacti, grasses, acorns, twigs, fungi, herbs, fruit and 
corn. Deer have unique stomachs. They can eat 
things like poison mushrooms and red sumac. 
Their stomachs have four chambers. Each 
chamber has a special function allowing deer to 
eat many kinds of food. deer are herbivores.  
 
Deer description:
White tailed deer are the smallest member of the 
deer family. They are found from Canada to South 
America. White tailed deer can run up to 36 mph. 
They are great swimmers and can leap over 8 ft 
high and 30 ft far to escape any enemy. A deers 
habitat is often fields and  meadows. They sleep 
under trees with low hanging branches. Adults 
tend to have reddish brown coats which fade to 
gray brown in winter.
 

 

Deer diet:

 A fawn will stay with its 
mother for almost a 
year. 
 
a deer's life span usually lasts 
15-20 years. They mate from     
November to February. in the 
winter, deer group into 25 or 
more animals, but in the 
summer they are not in groups 
except for the mother/fawns 
group. 



Fish of Lake Carnegie
The Carp is a common fish in small muddy 
ponds.  Carp eat from the bottom of the pond or 
lake and can grow to a 
huge size and weigh
35 pounds!



Fish of Lake Carnegie
The sunfish is another common small pond 
fish.  They are sort of flat and thin and hang out 
near the walkways and shoreline.  They eat 
insects and bugs on the surface of the water. 



Insects at Lake Carnegie

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is a wood shack next to the lake. We found a hole in the wood, and think 
the thing inside of it is a wasp’s nest. It sort of looks like a honeycomb. It was on 
the outside of the shack which is across the lake. There are two drawings above 
demonstrating what it looked like.

 



Insects at Lake Carnegie

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We found a dead spider, a we think a moth wing is what the legs are clinging to.
These kind of spiders are called Daddy Long legs or Eastern Harvestmen. They 
have long, thin legs. They live in open areas on foliage and tree trunks. You can 
also find them on shady walls of buildings.
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Plants at Lake Carnegie

The Locust tree is armed with long pointed often three-
pronged spines and grows from deep in the woods.
 
 
It's leaves are deciduous. The bark is dark grey,and 
tolerates most soils, which is why 
we found it growing near
 the lake.  



Plants at Lake Carnegie

An Eastern Hemlock's seedlings need to grow 
in dense shade on forest soil. The Hemlocks 
keep growing and slowly past other trees 
because of its height. The Hemlock can reach 
maturity  in 250 to 300 years and many have 
lived to be almost 1,000 years old. The leaves 
are Evergreen. The bark is cinnamon red to 
dark
 purplish brown, shaped almost like a 
pyramid, and likes to live in cool
 climates.



Plants at Lake Carnegie

This mushroom is growing on a dead 
trunk. It's breaking down the tree log and 
is helping the log to decay into soil. It's 
even bigger than a hand!
 
 



Plants at Lake Carnegie

Violets are purple common 
flowers that bloom in early 
Spring.  



The Aster is one of the 
earliest blooming flowers 
that have white petals, a 
yellow center, and a 
green stem.

Plants at Lake Carnegie



Birds of Lake Carnegie
This is the Red Winged Blackbird.The reason 
we found them there is because they build nests 
in the cattails by ponds and lakes.



           
Barn Swallow

 You can find Barn 
Swallows near the water
 because they eat the 
mosquitoes that emerge from the mosquito 
larvae. 
 



                  Blue Jay

 The Blue Jays are very bossy and loud birds.
They stay year round in the woods.The Blue 
Jays have a very distict call



          Mallard Duck
The ducks love to swim and play in the water.
They make their nest right by the lake or pond.
The ducks get scraps of food from the bottom of 
the lake or pond. People feed the ducks things 
that can make them sick like bread ,goldfish 
crackers or
pretzels.
 



         
Canada Geese

Canada Geese no longer 
migrate south because people 
feed them too much.

They travel in huge flocks and 
leave lots of poop everywhere.



Clean Up Day
On clean up day we all picked up trash. Most of 
the trash was bottles, lighters, tennis balls, and 
bread bags. Some other crazy things we found 
were a tire, a Ragu sauce container, a children's 
hospital kit, and  a make-up kit. Altogether we 
got 7 bags of trash.
 
 
This is all the trash
in the lake before 
we cleaned it.



Clean Up Day
We even had to use a boat to get all the trash 
out.



Proud Girl Scouts and 
Friends with recyclable trash



The Future of Lake Carnegie?
The future of Lake Carnegie will be 
greatly determined by how much people
 value the site.  The members of Girl 
Scout Troop 54281 hope this Nature 
Guide will help encourage stewardship 
of this valuable natural resource.  There
 are few small stable bodies of water in
 Pittsburgh capable of  sustaining
 wildlife resident to  ponds and small 
lakes.  We hope Lake Carnegie 
attracts nature lovers for years to come.  
 


